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“AGEING IN MULTICULTURAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
A LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF DIVERSITY TRENDS, CHALLENGES AND POLICY IMPERATIVES” 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.13 pm]: I would 
like to inform the house that the McGowan government through the Office of Multicultural Interests has released 
a report that gives new insight into demographic, social and economic data for older Western Australians from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. The report, titled “Ageing in Multicultural Western Australia: 
A Longitudinal Study of Diversity Trends, Challenges and Policy Imperatives”, reviews and analyses this data and 
identifies the major trends and issues over a 10-year period. The report also looks at policy essentials in the context 
of these developments and recommends changes to relevant policies. This report will assist all levels of state 
government to plan and develop culturally appropriate policies and programs for older Western Australians from 
culturally diverse backgrounds to help us ensure that services meet their needs. 

The report pinpoints rapid changes in the demographic and cultural composition of older people in Western Australia, 
as well as the many socioeconomic factors that impact their everyday lives. Importantly, this includes their health and 
wellbeing needs, aged-care services and social connectivity. The report also highlights that older Western Australians 
from CALD backgrounds often suffer disadvantages that may not be experienced or are experienced to a much 
lesser degree by other older members of the community. This vulnerability is a result of low English proficiency, 
low or no education, low employment and income, and a high need for assistance in core activities. The report 
draws attention to the fact that all these challenges increase as people age, and are especially marked for women. 

The report is based mainly on census data and extensive consultation with the community, and is the result of 
collaboration between the Office of Multicultural Interests and the University of Western Australia. “Ageing in 
Multicultural Western Australia” is available on the Office of Multicultural Interests’ website, and I encourage 
public sector agencies, policymakers and service providers to refer to this report to ensure that policy and programs 
appropriately address the needs of older Western Australians. 
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